
Where Was Nineveh? 
 
Almost every reference to Nineveh in this book refers to it “a great city.”  In fact it was the 
largest city in the world at that time. There were approximately 120,000 innocent children under 
the age of accountability. (Jonah 4:11)  By the calculation of many scholars the city would be 
around 600,000 people or more.  It was a huge city state which included the surrounding cities 
with a 60 mile circumference. It measured 18 miles by 14 miles. The mounds around Mosul are 
being explored and they are finding astounding buildings and walls. The walls around the city 
proper were 100 feet high and wide enough for three chariots to ride side by side. There were a 
series of aqueducts bringing water into various parts of the city as well as the Tigris river that 
flowed through it.  The king’s palace that rivaled anything yet discovered. They have found 
30,000 cuneiform tablets that tell the ancient story of the city and its history. Its wealth surpassed 
that of Babylon.  Some believe the hanging gardens of Babylon were in fact here in Nineveh, 
some 60 miles from Babylon. The Jews hated the Assyrians who ruled from Nineveh. They were 
always a threat to northern Israel and were well known for their atrocities of war.   
 
“their wickedness is come up before me.” 
 
We do not know of the sins of the people of Nineveh other than their violence was world-
renowned. But there are only three times when God used this phrase against a group of people:  
1) The people of Noah’s day, 2) at the Tower of Babel and 3) Sodom and Gomorrah.  We know 
the judgment of God against all three of those wicked populations. Nineveh was just as bad. Is it 
any wonder that Jonah did not want to parade through the streets of Nineveh preaching 
judgment?  Would you want to go to New York City and parade through the streets with placards 
declaring God’s wrath against homosexuality and abortion?  (see Word Study “Assyrians”) 
 
 

Where Was Joppa and Tarshish? 
 
‘“Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa;”  
 
Joppa was a sea coast town along the Israeli edge of the Mediterranean Sea. It would have been 
the closest and most logical escape route for anyone wanting to flee from Israel. If you remember 
your New Testament, Peter had a friend who loaned him his seaside cottage for a prayer retreat. 
The port of Joppa was the largest seaport and served as a point of departure for distant lands. 
 
The city of Tarshish has never been found. Recent underwater researchers have found a large 
city under the waters off the Rock of Gibraltar, which is where it is believed that Tarshish was 
located. It was known as Tartessos by the end of the 4th Century BC.  Tarshish has been referred 
to in ancient literature as a city where tin, iron, gold, silver, ivory and peacocks were traded and 
delivered around the world. Solomon sent ships to Tarshish for gold and silver. (1 Kings 10:22 
and 2 Chronicles 9:21) “The king had a fleet of trading ships  at sea along with the ships of 
Hiram. Once every three years it returned, carrying gold, silver and ivory, and apes and 
baboons.”  The Phoenicians were great seafaring adventurers and traders all along the Atlantic 
Sea coast from Britain to South Africa. (see Word Study: Tarshish)   
 
Tarshish was as far away from Israel as a man could travel in those days. Jonah was trying 
to get as far away from God and his temple as humanly possible.   


